
Seminar: Memories of Violence and Oppression: Developing 

new uses of difficult heritage sites and landscapes 

May 16-17, 2017 
Room: C305. Building: Falken. Address: Linnaeus University, Nygatan 18 b, Kalmar, Sweden  
 

The seminar focuses on the management, development and use of ‘dark’ heritage sites. Sites that carry 

negative associations of conflict, violence and oppression, and thus remind us of traumatic events and 

stories that we might not want to remember. Places of battles, massacres or terror are typical 

examples of this, as well as sites of enforced marginalization, such as ghettos, detention facilities or 

concentration camps. How do we professionally work with and present difficult pasts that at a first 

glance may seem best left forgotten?  

Cultural heritage is a process in which the past is negotiated, constructed and transformed in the 

present and aimed towards the future, which means that the potential ‘dark character’ in any site of 

heritage has to be found in the values that these sites are producing within the present day context. 

The seminar encourages discussions on how to trace and interpret such values, and how difficult 

heritage sites are continuously reconstructed in the present through routines and ceremonies, and re-

told and re-imagined through narratives about the past.  

The seminar brings together researchers and practitioners who work within the broad field of difficult 

heritage. We will discuss the ethical dilemmas and possibilities that arise when managing, developing 

and using sites of difficult heritage, and how they can be transformed into sites that serve present day 

needs and future goals, whether it is for understanding and reconciliation, or for recreational and 

commercial purposes.  

The seminar is organized in cooperation with the Sandby Borg project in Sweden. Sandby Borg is the 

name of a ring-fort on the island of Öland, just off the coast of Kalmar, where a gruesome massacre 

took place during the fifth century AD. An excursion to Sandby Borg will be a part of the seminar, during 

which the site will be presented.  

The seminar is free, but places are limited, so registration is required. We will serve coffee and tea, but 

meals are not included, except for the presenters. There is a lunch restaurant at the university campus, 

the same building as the auditorium, and also several restaurants nearby. Contact us if you need 

further information on meals, accommodation, registration, or directions, or have other concerns. 

 

Welcome to Kalmar! 

 

Bodil Petersson, Linnaeus University bodil.petersson@lnu.se (registration) 

Carolina Jonsson Malm, Kalmar County Museum carolina.jonssonmalm@kalmarlansmuseum.se  

Gustav Wollentz, Kiel University gwollentz@gshdl.uni-kiel.de  
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PROGRAM 
 

May 16 

09.30 Coffee & tea 

10.00 Welcome 

10.30 Alfredo Gonzalez Ruibal, ‘All heritage should be difficult heritage’ 

11.00 Maria Persson, ‘Neutral Heritage? Materiality of World War Two in Sweden’ 

11.30 Iratxe Momoitio Astorkia, ‘Gernika Peace Museum: A Living Site of Conscience of a Difficult 

Heritage of Our History’ 

12.00 Lunch break 

13.30 Diana Walters, ‘Out from the shadows: Difficult Heritage and Peace Building’ 

14.00 Mattias Frihammar, ’Militarism as Heritage: Death Appeal and Affective Nationalism’ 

14.30 Coffee & tea 

15.00 Mikela Lundahl, ‘Conflicting pasts: Zanzibar a place of romance or revolutionary violence?’ 

15.30 Oula Seitsonen, ‘#InariDig: Public archaeology and augmented reality in engaging with difficult 

heritage’ 

16.00–17.00 Bodil Petersson, Carolina Jonsson Malm, Gustav Wollentz, Clara Alfsdotter & Fredrik 

Gunnarsson, ‘Exploring and Communicating the Sandby Borg Massacre’. 

19.00 Dinner (for guests only) 

 

May 17 

09.00 Excursion to Sandby Borg, led by Ludvig Papmehl-Dufay  

12.00 Lunch break 

13.00 Open lecture: Laura McAtackney, ‘Working with Difficult Heritages of Gendered Violence during 

Commemorative Periods: Some Thoughts from “Revolutionary” Ireland’  

15.00 Coffee & tea 

15.30 Discussion 

16.30 End 

 

  



ABOUT THE SANDBY BORG PROJECT 
 

The seminar is a part of the ongoing research project Frozen in time – histories of life and moments of 

death at Sandby borg. The project deals with the Iron Age ring-fort of Sandby borg on Öland, where 

previous investigations suggest a violent massacre in the late 5th century AD. The victims were not 

buried, but were left lying where they fell. This has created very unusual archaeological material 

providing a unique insight into the life histories and deaths of individuals, as well as people’s social 

organization and material culture during the middle Iron Age.  

In this project, we not only try to understand the fort as an archeological site, but also as a place that 

can have meaning for people today, especially those living in the area or using the fort for different 

purposes. We want to explore the fort’s potential as a bridge between the past and the present, 

archaeology and public engagement, the researchers and the local community, with a special focus on 

ethics and social responsibility.  

Read more: http://www.sandbyborg.se/en/home/   
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